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By P.of. Milton W Humphreys 
(From The Fayette Trloune) 


The object of this paper Is to re¬ 
cord what Is known about an Indian, 
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i pie, *ho was friend 5 to the colonist* morning be mA n t r c on *** 
during and after li e Revolutionary and shot * as be c ' 1 

I War. His Indian name is not no* fired at the otne. ^ etn j]i 

known nor has tradition preserved This so frlfhtene ncJ . 
the name of his tribe. It maybe did not pursue hi ; - 'L oU ntai 
j that during the war he belonged to point there are t ,VC) ^.ween 
an organization formed by the colo- a large creek flowing ” ca u 
nlsts to act as Interpreter and to sup which wss substqueo * ^ 

ply needful information concerning tfconys Creek As he 1 

the Indians. It was In this way that wh’ch was In one of 
he rendered very useful service, and mentioned, he made a das 
such organizations existed. water, which was very “ ee P 

To make ill's narrative intelligible point- His pursuers followed 
Is necessary to give the geegraphy shot or two, but missed h 
and briefly describe the topography of stayed with his bod) under tl 
the region concerned; and as the until they quit shooting, eoci 
facts have been handed down only by g U u in the middle of thecree 
tradition, it is necessary also to give emerging from the water he 
some account of these through whom the steep and rocky mountali 
the tradition was transmitted, in was covered with a t l ick g 
order that the reader may intelligent wetds and vines After gel 
17 judge of the trustworthiness of , * distance he cut his foot or 
the narrative- rock, causing the blood to flg 

The region concerned is situated in He then turned back Ull hs 
An thonys Creek District of Green- | plft:e of concealment In tl 
brier Cc unty in West Virginia. This ■ time the alarm had been g 
district forms the northeastern por the settlers collected and fj ) 
lion of the county, and the locality IooUns a short distance 1 
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return they found Anthony, 
tired and hungry, and his 
bleeding profusely. After 
his gun, he went to Samn 
phreys’ home and re malm 
until his foot got w«U. a* 
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Anth >nys creek Is a stream that in 
some regions would be called a river, 
rises In tlie northeast corner of the 
county and fljws through a valley In 
a southwesterly direction between 
the Allegheny Mountains on the 
southeast and a range of high hills or 
mountains on the northwest. Seven 
or eight miles before It reaches the 
Greenbrier River the valley termi¬ 
nates and the stream turning to the 
right, passes through a gap known 
locally as “the Narrows,” and turn¬ 
ing to the left and flows into the 
river through mountains and hills. 
At Its exit from the gap It receives 
Little Creek from the north. The 
mountain between Little Creek and 
ihe main stream, often locally known 
as the“Blg Hill” though Its name is 
“Gregg’s Ridge,” consists of a blue 
limestone covered with a rich sol) 
and to a great extent still Is, densely 
wotded. There are several caverns 
In it, one of which Is in the end of 
the gap and is known as “Anthony’s 
Cave.” Some six or seven miles up 
9tresm from this cave the cre?k re 
cel\es two tributaries at the same 
point near Neoia, one called Meadow 
Creek, from the east, and one from 
the north called North Fork. 

The tradition of the facts to be 
narrated came down through descen¬ 
dants of Samuel Humphreys, who 
was born April 15, 1741, in London¬ 
derry, Ireland, and died July 22, 
1821, on Anthonys Creek. He migra 
ted to this country before the Revo¬ 
lutionary War, and married Gr»z>lla 
Donaldson through whom he became 
the father of several children of whom 
only the eldest, William, and the 
second, Robert, are mentioned in this 
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on a log in a Held on the n< 
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(in the angle between Nor 
| and the main creek below 
lluence). He was recognizee 
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Robert, the second son of Samuel 
Humphreys married Jane Wylie aud 
reared a large family, nia second 
son Andrew Cavet, was born March 
13, 1810, married Mary McQualn 

Hefner, who bore him eight sons and 
TtH *r daughters, all of whom excep 
one daughter (fatally buriot In her 
ninth yearigfgw up and reared large 
families. The widest waa Caroline 
Jane, born December 13, 1833, and 
the Mcmd w«e Hamuel Alexander, 
oorn January l, 1830, ana lived till 
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(Jrcgg a 11 lags, coriHihiH or a blur 
IlmiHione covered with a rich soil 
and to a great extent Mtlll Is, denaeljr 
worded. There are several caverns 
In It, one of which la In tt.o end of 
the gap and la known as "Anthony's 
Cave." Some six or seven miles up 
stream from this cave the cre*k re* 
cehcy two tributaries at the same 
point near Neola, one calted Mead >w 
Creek, from the east, and one from 
the north called North Fork. 

The tradition of the facts to be 
narrated came down through descen¬ 
dants of Samuel Humphreys, who 
was horn April If>, 1711, In London 
derry, Ireland, and died July 22, 
1821, on Anthonys Creek. He mlgra 
ted to this country before the Revo¬ 
lutionary War, and married tira/.'lla 
Donaldson through whom he became 
the father of several children of whom 
< niy i ho uhh ht, William, and tl 
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Robert, the second son of Samuel 
Humphreys married Jane Wylie and 
reared a large family. Ills second 
eon Andrew Civet, was born March 
13, 1810, married Mary MiQualn 
Hefner, who bore him tight sons and 
fow daughters, all of whom excep 
one daughter (fatally bun e I In her 
ninth year)uHjw up and reartd large 
families. The ja jdest was Caroline 
Jane, horn December 13, 1833, and 
the second wsh Samuel Alexander, 
born January l, 183(1, and lived till 
October 3, 192(1 The writer of this 
narallve, the seventh member of the 
family, was born September 15, 1811, 
and remembers hie grandfather, 
Robert Humphreys. 

From an examination of the above 
data It will ho seen that there wax 
ample opportunity for the transuds* 
don of Interesting facts from Samuel 
Humphreys, the Immigrant, to the 
members of the family of Dr. An¬ 
drew 0. Humphreys and other de 
icsiidanes, Among the latter Is Rov 
Ca\et Wylie Humphreys, D. D , now 
living at Hagdad, Florida, who Is a 
wm of Robert WylU, Humphreys, a 
younger brother of Dr. A C. Hum. 
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him’ somewhere about a mile 
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him by Ids tracks practically a 
day from point to point In the 
a) direction of 'the cave,' Into 
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Just before dark, ascertained t 
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out that It was through him that th 
white people were warned, and plar 
ned to kill him. Anthony fled to tti 
vicinity of his white friends 
bunch of savages followed him The 
knew his haunts, went there and, I 
use a hunter's expression ‘Jnrnpe 
him’ somewhere about a mile fro 
the Dysard home. They pursue 
him by his tracks practically a who 
day from point to point In the gene 
al direction of 'the cave,’ into whl( 
he entered. Ills pursuers arrive 
just before dark, ascertained that [ 
was in there, built a tire and began 
siege. He concealed from their slgl 
was watching them. They laid asl< 
their accoutrements, lit their pipe 
wrapped themselves up In the 
blankets, became careless and doze 
One, however, was to keep watc 
Anthony, seeing that they had be< 
oarehsi in throwing aside their gur 
watched the sentinel until he si 
his chance, quietly moved to t 
mouth of the cave and then dash 
out and down the steep hill to t 
creek, which at that points w 
deep, plunged into it and s*i 
across. In running down the hi 
he cut his foot on a sharp rock, a 
It bled freely. This saved his it 
The savages, suddenly roused fre 
s eep, in a dtz*d conditlocs w« 
slow to take in the situation, b 
when they did, they selitd tbeir gu 
and fired at him as Ire crossed, j 
swam low and they all m:> ed R 
upon finding so much blood In l 
wall, tlie> be le\e i tl at i*« w 
falallv wounded, and 
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Robert, the second son of Samuel 
Humphreys married Jane Wylie and 
reartd a large family. His second 
son Andrew Cayet, was born March 
13, 1810, married Mary McQualn 
(loftier, who bore him eight sons and 
four daughters, all of whom excep 
one daughter (fatally burr el In her 
ninth year) grew up and reared large 
families. The eldest was Caroline 
Jane, bom December 13, 1833, and 
the sreoud was Samuel Alexander, 
uorn January 1, 1830, and lived till 
October 3, 11)20. The writer of tills 
naratlve, the seventh member of the 
family, was born September 15, 1814, 
and remembers Ills grandfather, 
Robert Humphreys. 

From an examination of the above 
data it will bo seen that there yvas 
ample opportunity for the transmis¬ 
sion of Interesting facts from Samuel 
Humphreys, the Immigrant, to the 
members of Hie family of Dr. An* 
drew C. Humphreys and other de 
-ceudanes. Among the latter is Rev 
Cavet Wylie Humphreys, D. D., now 
living at Hagdad, Florida, who is a 
son of Robert Wylie Humphreys, a 
younger brother of Dr. A. C. Hum¬ 
phreys, and is a little older than the 
writer. Also the mother of l)r. A. 
0. Humphreys, who was a mature 
woman when Samuel Humphreys 
died In 1821 lived till late in 1803 
when the writer, aged ID was ser 
grant of artillery In the Confederate 
army She often related to the latter 
prominent events in the history of 
u.t amtiy Dr A C. Humphreys, a 
Hi’# if the peace and lieutenant 
soloeeJ of ml Ilia i»« f,»r« the war 
'Ived.llll September 16 i860 
In lieu of a compilation of the de 
tal a ll.al have come down, the writ¬ 
ten a> count* furnM e 1 by Samuel A. 
Humphreys four yeara before his 
•leatU, and by IUr ( aval W. || U m 
pi. vys, will be c pled hare ter hatin' 
Tt two r«*Msd wit). I hair fathers 
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members of the family of Dr. An¬ 
drew C. Humphreys and other de 
tcemlanes Among the latter Is Rev 
Ca\et Wylie Humphreys, D. D , now 
living at Bagdad, Florida, who Is a 
son of Robert Wylie Humphreys, a 
younger brother of Dr. A. C. Hum¬ 
phreys, and Is a little older than the 
writer. Also the mother of Dr. A. 
C. Humphreys, who was a mature 
woman when Samuel Humphreys 
died In 1821 lived till late in 18G3 
when the writer, aged U* was ser 
geant of artillery in the Confederate 
army. She often related to the latter 
prominent events In the history of 
the family. Dr A. C. Humphreys, a 
justice of the peace and lieutenant 
colonel of militia before the war. 
tlved.tll! September 15, 1 S 6 H 

In lieu of a compilation of the de 
tails that have come down, the writ¬ 
ten accounts furnished by Samuel A. 
Humphreys four years before his 
death, and by Rev Cavet W. Hum¬ 
phreys, will be copied here verbatim. 
These two resided with their fathers 
on farms adjtcent to (really parts of) 
their grandfather and great grand 
father. 

Ssmuel A Humphreys wrote as 
follows: 


‘ 1 only know of one instance of 
Anthony’s friendship, at which time 
he was considered a spy and an enera) 
to his triba At that time he notified 
our great grandfather, Samuel Hum¬ 
phreys. that he was In danger of be¬ 
ing visited by savages, as they bellev 
ed he was harboring him (Anthony) 
Grandfather, his wife, two small 
chi dren, and a bondman, fled that 
i»Uht to a fort 42 miles away. His 
* i e carried the two babies, one two 
years old, and one ten months old, 
the entire distance. The two men 
carried an axe. two rifles, cooking 
utensili, blankets, and a good sup 
pi) of food. After arriving at the 
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fatally wounded, and cei 
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As tills last stateme 
solely on conjecture, thei 
are uo greater than cau 
ed between accounts 
members of dttTerent fat 
over, lo'h accounts ar 
bssjd on Anthony’s own 
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The question may si 
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Is very simple; the i 
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to a point no great disur 
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man to crawl through, 
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from Its mouth 
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prominent events In the history or 
the family, nr A O. Humphrey*, a 
Justice of the peace and lieutenant 
colonel of militia before the war. 
lived.till September 15, 186«l 

In lieu of a compilation of the de 
tails that have come down, the writ¬ 
ten accounts furnished by Samuel a. 
Humphreys four years before his 
death, and by Rev Cavet W. Hum¬ 
phreys, will be copied here verbatim. 
These two resided with their fathers 
on farms adjacent to (really parts ol) 
their grandfather and great grand 
fattier. 

Samuel A Humphreys wrote as 


follows: 

“1 only know of one instance ol 
Anthony’s friendship, at which tlmi 
tie was considered a spy and an enemj 
to Ills tribe. At that lime he notified 
our great grandfather, Samuel Hum 
phreys. that he was In danger of be 
Ing visited by savages, as they bellev 
ed lie was harboring him (Anthony) 
Grandfather, his wife, two smai 
chi'dren, and a bondman, fled that 
night to a fort 42 miles away, llii 
wife carried the two babies, one twe 
years old, and one ten months old, 
the entire distance. The two mei 
carried an axe two rifles, cooking 
utensils, blankets, and a good sup 
ply of food. After arriving at tin 
fort they met 9 few more famlllei 
wno had been warned of clanger, anc 
had left their homes on account 0 ! 
threats that had been made by hos 
ti e ludlans. In about two weeks 
time the Humphreys family recelvec 
word from Anthony that they coutf 
return home in safety, as there were 
no more Indian* In that uelghbor 
rjda all happened soon aftei 
the Revolutionary War had ended 
a»id peace had been declared It 

!* le ln fall. 

E*rly the next summer the hoe 
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Indians a short distance. On their 
return they found Anthony. He was 
tired and hungry, and his foot was 
bleeding profusely. After finding 
Ills gun, he went to Samuel Hum 
phreys’ home and remained there 

until his foot got well. He requested 
great grandfather to name the cave 
and the creek “Anthony,” with a 
promise of a present. So they ftamad 
them after him, and Anthony made 

them a present of two dressed and 
smoked deer skins.” I y 

As the stream t<day Is not deep 
opposite the cave, it is proper to 
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The tradition is that the hostile 
IndUh3 found Anthony on ‘‘Middle 
Mountain,” the range lying between 
the North Fork and the main cresk 
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ckens Couldn’t 
See Into the Future 

Dickens visited the United 
1 8 Li. Of reunsylvuniu be 
"Wo have passed, both in 
Ins and elsewhere, a great 
new settlements and de- 
houses. Their utterly for- 
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